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UNIT NARRATIVE 

In this unit, students will explore the diverse physical and cultural landscapes of Latin America, a region shaped by Indigenous civilizations, European 
colonization, and modern global challenges. Through the lens of geography, culture, history, and economics, students will deepen their understanding of 
how human and environmental factors interact to shape societies. They will also analyze how the legacy of colonialism continues to affect modern-day 
Latin American nations socially, economically, and politically. 
Students will engage with a variety of sources—maps, images, data, texts, and case studies—to build content knowledge and develop academic skills such 
as critical thinking, analysis, collaboration, and communication. The unit culminates with a collaborative poster project, in which students research a 
current environmental issue in Latin America and present possible solutions. 
 
Students will engage with materials from the National Geographic World Geography & Cultures textbook; Unit 2: North America, Unit 3: Central America & the Caribbean, 
and Unit 4: South America. Additional lessons can be found within the online platform to supplement instruction as well. 
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CONTENT STANDARDS 
Below are the standards taught and assessed in this unit.  
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UNDERSTANDINGS AND QUESTIONS 
Important big ideas and processes for the unit. 
 
 

Key Understandings 
• Geography influences where and how people live. 

• Colonization has long-lasting impacts on language, religion, economics, and social systems. 

• Cultural diffusion and syncretism have shaped modern Latin American identities. 

• Human-environment interaction involves both benefits and consequences. 

• Modern issues in Latin America are often rooted in historical events, especially colonization. 
 

Key Questions 
• How has Latin America’s geography influenced its cultures, economies, and population patterns? 

• In what ways has colonialism impacted the development of Latin American societies? 

• How do modern issues in Latin America connect to past events? 

• How do people in Latin America adapt to and modify their environment? 

 

Instructional Themes Performance Tasks & Assessments Support for Diverse Learners 

• Physical & Human Geography: Explore terrain, 

climate, and natural resources across Latin America. 

• Colonization & Indigenous Civilizations: Analyze 

Spanish and Portuguese colonization and its effects on 

Indigenous societies. 

• Cultural Blending & Identity: Examine syncretism in 

language, religion, food, and traditions. 

• Human-Environment Interaction: Study 

deforestation, eco-tourism, and urbanization. 

• Contemporary Challenges: Connect poverty, 

environmental issues, and cultural resilience to colonial 

legacies. 

• Formative Checks: Do Now’s, exit tickets, vocabulary 

checks, mapping activities, and graphic organizers. 

• Summative Project: Collaborative Poster 

(environmental issue + historical connection). 

• Reflection Paragraph: Students explain how modern 

issues connect to Latin America’s colonial past. 

• Optional Extension: Students analyze how colonial 

legacies still influence inequality today. 

• Sentence stems and vocabulary scaffolds for EB 

students. 

• Use of visuals, maps, and charts to support 

comprehension. 

• Scaffolded reading, writing, and structured group 

roles during projects. 

• Flexible options for final product (visual, written, 

oral), allowing creative expression and 

differentiation. 
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